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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-101
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: February 12, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: February 11, 2019
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: This bill appropriates $50,000.00 from the Environmental Protection Board (EPB) Trust Fund to Environmental Protection Board Fund Operating Account to assist in the development and activation of the Emerald Necklace by providing funding to Groundwork Jacksonville (GWJ), Inc. for the development of an Urban Biodiversity Corridor along the S-Line Urban Trail and Hogans Creek, as initiated by B.T. 19-053; provides a carryover of funds through September 30, 2021; approves and authorizes the Mayor, or his designee, and the Corporation Secretary to execute and deliver, for and on behalf of the City, the Funding Agreement for S-Line Biodiversity Corridor along Hogans Creek between the City of Jacksonville and Groundwork Jacksonville, Inc.; provides for City oversight by the Neighborhoods Department; and requires an annual report to Jacksonville Environmental Protection Board.
Background Information: The appropriation will assist in the development and activation of the Emerald Necklace by providing funding to GWJ for the development of an Urban Biodiversity Corridor along the S-Line urban trail and Hogans Creek. The Urban Biodiversity Corridor will feature watershed conservation, low-impact development, and green infrastructure practices and promote natural habitats. Additionally, the corridor project will serve as a demonstration project for the City, region, and beyond. GWJ will submit the annual report to JEPB on September 15th of each year. The term limits may be extended beyond September 30, 2021, with the agreement of both parties.
Policy Impact Area: Emerald Necklace; S-Line Urban Trail; Hogans Creek and McCoys Creek
Fiscal Impact: The appropriation of $84,600.00, as initiated by B.T. 19-057.
Analyst: Mitchell
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